
Document 5 
 
Orthodoxy surrounded by the Snares of Heresy. Facsimile of a wood-engraving in 
the Livre des Persecutions des Crestens, Paris. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Source: Lacroix, Paul. Military and Religious Life in the Middle Ages, and at the Period of the 
Renaissance. London: Bickers and Son, 1874. 
 
Questions 

1. How does this drawing indicate society’s attitude toward people who 
might challenge traditional religious beliefs?  

 
 

398 HERESIES.

the foundation of a new Christianity in which the divinity of Christ was

to find no place. But the most radical attack upon Christianity was un-

doubtedly the conspiracy of divergent sects under the leadership of the

Emperor Julian (331 362), surnamed the Apostate because he abjured the

Fig. 307. Orthodoxy surrounded by the Snares of Heresy. Boniface Simoneta (1470 to 1500),

Abbot of San Stefano del Corno (diocese of Cremona),
"
calling God to his aid in order that

his work may be more efficaciously wrought, . . . and desiring above all things to speak

reason and equity." Fac-simile of a "Wood-Engraving in the " Livre des Persecutions des

Crestiens :

"
Paris, Antoine Verard, gothic 4to (no date).

Christian faith with the view of re-establishing paganism. His plan for

arriving at this result was very skilfully conceived. Perceiving that it

would be necessary to combine all the forces directed against the Church,

he showed favour to the heresies and the schools of philosophy which, after

obtaining a certain notoriety under Plotinus and Porphyrius, had lapsed into



Document 6 
 
Indulgences and pardons were an integral part of the religious landscape on the eve 
of the Reformation. Pope Clement VI (1343) and Pope Sixtus IV (1476) gave the 
official theories supporting indulgences.   
 

Source: Reformation Reader, 2nd ed. Ed. Denis R. Janz. Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 2008. 
 
Questions 

1. What does a person gain by purchasing an indulgence? 
2. How did this affect the political and economic power and authority 

of the church?  
 
  

Clement VI, Unigenitus (1343) 
 
…The purposes [of indulgences] served should be proper and reasonable: sometimes 
total, sometimes partial remission of punishment due for temporal sins, as well 
generally as specifically…and for these ends the treasure should be applied in mercy 
to those who are truly penitent and have made their confession.  
 
Sixtus IV, Salvator noster (1476) 
 
…With the longings of such great paternal affection as with God’s help we can 
achieve, in reliance on the divine mercy and the plenitude of our power, we grant by 
concession an indulgence as follows: If any parents, friends or other Christians are 
moved by obligations of piety towards these very souls who are exposed to the fire 
of purgatory for the expiation of punishments which by divine justice are their due, 
let them during the stated period of ten years give a fixed amount or value of 
money… 
 
Albert of Mainz, Instructio summaria (1515) 
 
…these four indulgences that the preachers must concentrate their utmost diligence, 
infiltrating them one by one into the ears of the faithful in the most effective way, 
and explaining them with all the ability they have. 
The first principal grace is the plenary remission of all sins…[man] obtains through it 
perfect remission and God’s grace anew…remission of sins, punishments in 
purgatory are remitted in full. …the punishments of the said purgatory are totally 
wiped out.  
If anyone for any reason seeks to be excused visit to churches: such a visit may be 
compounded by a larger financial contribution.  
  



Document 7 
 
The Ninety-Five Theses or Disputations on the Power and Efficacy of Indulgences 
of 1517 is the most famous document of Martin Luther’s Reformation. Their 
importance lies in the fact that they are a small initial step that stirred up an 
international controversy and thereby set in motion the dramatic events that 
followed. 

Source: Reformation Reader, 2nd ed. Ed. Denis R. Janz. Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 2008. 
 
Questions 

1. What is Luther’s primary criticism of the pope and the Church? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

6.  The pope cannot remit any guilt, except by declaring and showing that it has been 
remitted by God; or, to be sure, by remitting guilt in cases reserved to his judgment.  If 
his right to grant remission in these cases were disregarded, the guilt would certainly 
remain unforgiven. 
 
20.  Therefore the pope, when he uses the words "plenary remission of all penalties," 
does not actually mean "all penalties," but only those imposed by himself. 
 
21.  Thus those indulgence preachers are in error who say that a man is absolved from 
every penalty and saved by papal indulgences. 
 
24.  For this reason most people are necessarily deceived by that indiscriminate and 
high-sounding promise of release from penalty.   
 
27.  They preach only human doctrines who say that as soon as the money clinks into 
the money chest, the soul flies out of purgatory. 
 
28.  It is certain that when money clinks in the money chest, greed and avarice can be 
increased; but when the church intercedes, the result is in the hands of God alone. 
 
32.  Those who believe that they can be certain of their salvation because they have 
indulgence letters will be eternally damned, together with their teachers. 
 
43.  Christians are to be taught that he who gives to the poor or lends to the needy does 
a better deed than he who buys indulgences. 
 


