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CONCLUSION

When our party was assuming the reins of Government, we knew beforehand “what

difficulties we should undoubtedly meet on our way. Economically the country had

been exhausted by the war to the last degree. The Revolution had destroyed the old

administrative machinery without having had the opportunity of creating a new one m

its place. Millions of workers had been forcibly torn away from the economic life of the

country, thrown out of their class, and morally and mentally shattered by three years

of war. A colossal war industry on an insufficiently developed economic foundation

had sucked up the very life-blood of the nation, and its demobilization presented the

greatest difficulties. The phenomena inseparable from economic and political anarchy

had spread widely throughout the country. The Russian peasantry had been for

centuries welded together by the barbarous discipline of the land and bent down from

above by the iron discipline of Tsardom. The state of our economic development had

undermined the one discipline and the Revolution destroyed the other.

Psychologically, the Revolution meant an awakening of human individuality in the

peasant masses. The anarchical form in which this awakening found expression was

but the inevitable result of the previous repression. It will only be possible to arrive at

the establishment of a new order of things, based on the control of production by the

producers themselves, by a general internal deliverance from the anarchical forms of

the Revolution.

On the other hand, the propertied classes, although forcibly removed from power,

refuse to give up their positions without a fight. The Revolution has raised in an acute

form the question of private property in land and the means of production, that is, the

question. of the life and death of the exploiting classes. Politically this means a



constant – sometlmes covert, sometimes overt – bitter civil war. In its turn, civil war

necessarily brings in its train anarchist tendencies in the movement of the labouring

masses.

In view of the dislocation of finance, industry, transport, and the food supply, a

protracted civil war, therefore, is bound to cause gigantic difficulties in the way of the

constructive work of organization. Nevertheless, the Soviet regime has every right to

look forward to the future with confidence. Only an exact inventory of the resources of

the country; only a national universal plan of organization of production ; only a

prudent and economical distribution of all products can save the country. And this is

just Socialism. Either a descent to the state of a mere colony, or a Socialist

transformation – such is the alternative which faces our country.

This war has undermined the foundations of the entire capitalist world, and in this lies

our invincible strength. The Imperialist ring which is choking us will be broken by a

proletarian revolution. We no more doubt this for one moment than we ever doubted

the final downfall of Tsardorn during the long decades of our underground work.

To struggle, to close our ranks, to establish discipline of labour and a Socialist order, to

increase the productivity of labour, and not to be balked by any obstacle – such is our

watchword. History is working for us. A proletarian revolution in Europe and America

will break out sooner or later, and it will free not only the Ukraine, Poland, Lithuania,

Courland, and Finland, but the whole of suffering humanity.


