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Mansa Musa 
The Muslim King of Mali 

 

 
 
 

Mansa Musa and his adventures put the kingdom of Mali on the map. 

When he took over as king, the empire of Mali had grown so big that Mansa Musa knew he could not hear all 
the concerns of all his people. One of the first things he did was to divide the empire into provinces. He put a governor 
in charge of each province. Each village had a mayor. Business that affected the empire was done by Mansa Musa 
and his advisors. The day to day problems were handled locally. Mansa Musa did not turn his back on his people. He 
made sure the local governments were operating fairly and effectively. 

Mali was rich when Mansa Musa came to power. The army guarded the gold mines. They guarded sections of 
the trade routes. There were usually about 90,000 men on duty at any one time. Wealth in the form of gold poured into 
Mali. Traders always stopped at Mali. They knew they would be welcomed, fed, housed, and safe. Mansa Musa was 
generous. Trade with Mali was always good for the traders who had come so far. 

 
Questions 

1. What are two accomplishments of Mansa Musa? 
 
 
 

2. According to the map and the text, what are two items that were traded between Mali and the 
rest of Africa? 


